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Cointest-4---Impossible Puzzle published clues 
 
Clue 1 --6-12 –406-- Poe, Poe, Poe your boat…. (Poe was a noteworthy 
cosmologist, in addition to everything else he did) 
 
Clue 2 --6-18—506—Lean over and I will whisper in your ear. (Hawking is 
unable to speak.  For a time, he whispered) 
 
Clue 3 --6-27—904—Fort those who can’t soar with the eagles. (They can 
soar with the “Hawks.”  (Author:  Stephen Hawking.) 
 
Clue 4 --7-4—107—I-  --e ----- ----- -- --- --------- (Here you have two clues 
for the puzzle.  See, I really want you to solve this puzzle.)  Because these 
are plaintext clues, they do not have to be plugged in throughout.  You can 



 
Clue 5 --7-11—308—I-  -he ----- ----- -- --- --------- (Here you have one clue 
for the puzzle.  See, I really want you to solve this puzzle.)  Because these 
are plaintext clues, they do not have to be plugged in throughout.  You can 
tell they are plaintext because they are not underlined. 
 
 
Clue 6--7-19—509—No Mr. "Goodwrench" here!  One of the aspects of this 
puzzle has to do with quantum mechanics. 
 
Clue 7--7-25—806—Jt har rfcno yrfcp mw har hjrthjrha 
This is the entire first line in cyphertext. 
 
Clue 8--8-1—31 
Afbqcz duerfw gd haij 
 
This is a weird little clue:  The letters are really in groups of two, the first 
being the plaintext, the second the ciphertext.  A=F, etc. 
 
Clue 9--8-8—232 
Predecessor's cranium reputedly larger than average. 
 
Albert Einstein's brain has been demonstrated to be larger than average. 
 
Clue 10--8-15—530 
Excuse me, could you speak up?  Hawking really doesn't  speak audibly 
 
Clue 11--8-22—732 
Author might not agree that "God does not play dice."  Hawking does not 
agree with this statement of Einstein's.  
 
Clue 12--8-30—34 
It hhe rfcno yrfcp mw har hjrthjrha  
This is the first line of the puzzle, some in plaintext (not underlined), some 
in ciphertext (underlined) 
 
Clue 13--9-6—235 
Paste this url into your browser, and check it out:  
http://www.codebot.com/plasma11.htm.  It is a little space age, but the alt is 



 
Clue 14--9-12—534   
 
The author quoted shares the first name of a famous dark mystery writer, 
who shares the last name of a famous tv talk show host. 
 
The tv talk show host is Larry King, the mystery writer is Stephen King, and  
my author is "Stephen Hawking." 
 
Clue 15--9-19—735  
 
He has a rather picturesque (if not accurate) manner of depicting 
gravitational collapse (pp.85ff). 
 
In "A Brief History of Time." (pp. 85-90) Hawking writes that an Astronaut 
standing on the surface of a collapsing star could be stretched out like a 
piece of spaghetti, as the star collapses.  He is making a point, but not an 
accurate picture. 
 
Clue 16--9-26—36 
 
73813 27142 32624 22191 52436 24100 
 
The code spells out:  "Stephen Hawking" 
 
The code is based on a telephone dial.  A=21, B=22, C=23.  A, B  and C.   The letters 
AB&C all appear on the number "2."  "A" is the first letter, therefore "21."  There is no 
"Q" or "Z" on the telephone keypad, so the "Q" is combined with "P" and the "Z" is 
grouped with the "Y."  "0" is a null. 
 

 
10-3-99 Clue 17--237 
 
Some people confuse the job title of what the author does for the job title of 
the girl who does their hair. 
 
Stephen Hawking is a cosmologist.  A hairdresser is a cosmetologist.    
 
10-8-99 Clue 18--438 



Syllable one of author's last name like syllable one of nickname of tv war 
doc. 
Mash's "Hawkeye." 
 
10-15-99 Clue 19--736 
 
Like Richard Dawkins in title, but not in practice. 
 
Richard Dawkins is a scientist because he calls himself one,  Hawking is a 
real scientific genius. 
 
10-23-99 Clue 20--937 
 
Har him harmcjrp fcr har drtrcfn harmco mw crfnjhjgjho ftu exfthxl 
lrzaftjzp. 
 
Last line of the puzzle in ciphertext. 
 
 
10-30-99 Clue 21--539 
 
Lmcr haft prgrtho-wjgr orfcp nfhrc, 
 
This is the first part of the middle sentence in the puzzle, in ciphertext 
 
11-6-99 Clue 22--212 
 
ir fcr phjnn imcyjtd mxh harjc jlbnjzfhjmtp ftu hcojtd hm  
 
This is the second part of the middle sentence in the puzzle, in ciphertext 
 
11-14-99 Clue 23--510 
 
zmlqjtr harl jt f xtjwjru harmco hafh ijnn 
 
This is the third part of the middle sentence in the puzzle, in ciphertext 
 
11-21-99 Clue 24--711 
 



 
 
This is the fourth part of the middle sentence in the puzzle, in ciphertext. 
 
11-28-99 Clue 25--912 
 
Har him harmcjrp fcr har 
 
This is the first part of the last sentence in the puzzle, in ciphertext. 
 
12-5-99 Clue 26--215 
 
drtrcfn harmco mw crfnjhjgjho  
 
This is the middle part of the last sentence in the puzzle, in ciphertext. 
 
 
12-12-99 Clue 27--513 
 
ftu exfthxl lrzaftjzp.  
This is the last part of the last sentence in the puzzle, in ciphertext. 
 
12-18-99 Clue 28--714 
 
Most would say this author has a physical handicap. 
 
Stephen Hawking is physically handicapped. 
 
 


